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SUBJECT: TRAVEL REFUSAL: VOLOGDA 

1. MFA TRAVEL OFFICER (PROKOF'YEV) INFORMED EMBASSY 1745 
(LOCAL TIME) AUGUST 29 THAT TRAVEL OF FIRST SECRETARY PRESEL 
AND THIRD SECRETARY LEMMON TO VOLOGDA ON AUGUST 31 COULD NOT 
BE REGISTERED FOR "TEMPORARY REASONS." 

2. TURNDOWN WAS CULMINATION OF SOVIET EFFORTS TO DISCOURAGE 
EMBOFFS TRAVEL TO VOLOGDA BY INDIRECT MEANS WHILE ALLOWING 
ONWARD TRAVEL TO ARKHANGELSK. IN AN ATTEMPT TO AVOID 
DIRECT TRAVEL REFUSAL, HOTEL ROOM WHICH HAD BEEN RESERVED 
ON MONDAY, AUGUST 25, WAS UNAVAILABLE ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 28. 
EMBOFFS THEN AMENDED TRAVEL SCHEDULE FOR A DAY TRIP TO VOLOGDA 
AND MADE NECESSARY TRAVEL RESERVATIONS FOR EVENING FLIGHT 

TO ARKHANGEL SK. MFA (PROKOFYEV) THEREUPON INFORMED 
EMBASSY THAT VOLOGDA WAS CLOSED FOR "REASONS OF A 
TEMPORARY NATURE" THOUGH TRIP, BY AIR ONLY, COULD BE REGISTERED 
FROM MOSCOW TO ARKHANGEL'SK. TRIP WAS THEN REGISTERED AND TAKEN. 
FYI: THIS IS THE FIFTH TURNDOWN FOR VOLOGDA IN CY 75 THOUGH 
THE FIRST FOR NON-DAO TRAVEL. THERE WAS ONE REFUSAL (OF DAO) 

FOR VOLOGDA IN CY 74. LAST TRIP REGISTERED AND TAKEN TO 
VOLOGDA WAS BY DAO BY RAIL APRIL 10-14, 1973. 
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3. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS APPROPRIATE WASHINGTON RETALIATION. 

STOESSEL 
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